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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1. Claim 14 is objected to because the word "partway" in line 3 should be "part way." 

2. Claim 17 is objected to under 37 CFR 1 .75(c), as being of improper dependent form 
for failing to further limit the subject matter of a previous claim. Applicant is required to cancel 
the claim(s), or amend the claim(s) to place the claim(s) in proper dependent form, or rewrite the 
claim(s) in independent form. (Every port is of a predetermined shape.) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. Claims 17 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Regarding claims 17 and 18, the references to "said port" are indefinite, because it is not 
clear if the port in the base or the longitudinal port is being referenced. For purposes of writing 
this Office Action the phrase "said port" is assumed to mean the port in the base. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form 
the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign 
country or in public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of 
application for patent in the United States. 

5. Claim 1, 3, 9, 10 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Molnar (U.S. Patent 4,786,127). 
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Regarding claim 1 , Molnar discloses a light source for fiber optic instruments. The 
apparatus includes a light source (Fig. 1) and a fiber optic cable (14 a-d) for use within a 
housing for the fiber optic illuminator (Fig. 3), a generally cylindrical body portion with a front end 
and a back end (flat, vertical portion of 29' in Fig. 3), having a plurality of openings with ports 
(Fig. 3) wherein each port is adapted for interengagement with a specific type of fiber-optic 
cable (Fig. 3) and means for incrementally rotating and indexing the body portion within the 
housing (outer portion including horizontal portion of 29' in Fig. 3) of the fiber optic illuminator so 
that a particular port is in optical communication with the light source (Fig. 3). 

Concerning claim 3, Molnar discloses a stand axis (Fig. 3) and a handle axis (Fig. 3). 

Regarding claim 9, Molnar discloses a light source (reference number 22), a turret 
comprising a plurality of ports each with a front end and a back end (Fig. 5) wherein the front 
end of each port is specifically adapted for inter-engagement with a fiber-optic cable (Fig. 5), a 
housing having an inside and an outside that at least partially encloses the light source and the 
turret body such that a particular port simultaneously is in optical communication with the light 
source and is accessible from outside the housing (Fig. 5), means for rotatably mounting the 
turret within the housing such that a particular port simultaneously is in optical communication 
with the light source and is accessible from outside the housing (Fig. 5). 

Concerning claim 10, Molnar discloses a handle (reference number 28') located outside 
the housing connected to a front end of the turret (Fig. 4). 

Regarding claim 13, Molnar discloses a stand for the turret located inside the housing 

(Fig. 3). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject 
matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a 
whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having 
ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Molnar in view 
of Pillers et al. (U.S. Patent 5,309,330). 

Regarding claim 2, Molnar does not disclose cooling fins. Pillers et al. discloses one or 
more cooling fins located around each opening (Fig. 1). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to use the cooling fins of Pillers et al. in the apparatus of Molnar to cool the apparatus. 

8. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Molnar in view 
of Liao et al. (U.S. Patent 6,565,223). 

Regarding claim 4, Molnar discloses a handle (reference number 66) connected to the 
body portion of the turret at the handle axis (Fig. 3). Molnar does not disclose the handle being 
located outside of the housing. Liao et al. discloses a handle (reference number 50) outside of 
the housing (Figs. 1 and 4-6). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to replace the handle of 
Molnar with the handle of Liao et al. so that a person can control the apparatus of Molnar from 
outside the housing. 
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9. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Molnar in view 
of Pileski (U.S. Patent 5,882,102). 

Regarding claim 8, Molnar does not disclose a spring. Pileski discloses a spring 
adapted for linkage to a specific fiber-optic cable (column 3 in line 63 to column 4 in line 22). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to use the spring of Pileski in the apparatus of Molnar to secure the fiber-optic cable. 

10. Claims 15, 17 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Molnar in view of Krauter et al. (U.S. Patent 6,007,255). 

Regarding claim 15, Molnar discloses a turret body adapted for mounting within the 
fiber-optic illumination device (Fig. 5), the turret body comprising a base portion (vertical portion 
of 28' in Fig. 5) and the base portion including one or more ports sized to selectively receive and 
engage an end of one of a multiple of fiber-optic cables (Fig. 5), mounting means for mounting 
the turret body within the illumination device (Fig. 5) and selective rotating means for selectively 
controlling the rotation of the turret body in order to expose one of the turret body ports such 
that light from the illumination device is directed through a corresponding fiber-optic cable 
engaged with the exposed port (Fig. 5). Molnar does not disclose an elongated portion as 
described in the claim. 

Krauter et al. discloses an elongated portion (reference number 102), the elongated 
portion including one or more longitudinal ports disposed therethrough (column 4, lines 50-55), 
the one or more longitudinal ports corresponding to the one or more ports in the base portion 
(Fig. 1 ), the one or more longitudinal ports sized to receive and engage the one end of the 
variety of fiber-optic cables (column 4, lines 50-55). 
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It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to use one of the longitudinal ports of Krauter et al. in the apparatus of Molnar to protect 
the fiber optic cables. 

Regarding claim 17, as best understood, Molnar discloses each port being a 
predetermined shape (Fig. 3). 

Regarding claim 18, as best understood, Molnar discloses each port being adapted for a 
different fiber-optic cable (Fig. 3). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

11. Claims 5, 6, 7, 11, 12, 14 and 16 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

12. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter. The prior art does not disclose the following features: 

1 ) a disk with a plurality of depressions on the back surface located at the back end of 
the turret body; 

2) a plurality of depressions on the back end of the turret body; 

3) a cleft in one or more of the cooling fins; 

4) bearing means located at least part way in the depression and means for resiliently 
biasing the bearing means so that the bearing is in mechanical cooperation with the turret so 
that the turret is incrementally rotatable. 

Regarding claim 16, Molnar and Krauter et al. disclose the elements of claim 16, and 

Copenhaver et al. (U.S. Patent 5,677,787) discloses the elements of claim 16. However, no 

«? 

motivation exists to combine the references. 
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Conclusion 



13. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sharon E. Payne whose telephone number is (571 ) 272-2379. 
The examiner can normally be reached on regular business hours. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Sandra O'Shea can be reached on (571 ) 272-2378. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

14. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 

r 

system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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